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4th February 1555. John Hooper, of Merton College, Oxford, Bishop of
Gloucester, was burned on gth February. A succession of heroic deaths marked
the rest of this reign which was dripping with blood.

King Philip took leave of Queen Mary at Greenwich Palace on 28th August
1555, promising to return soon. Before he left, the Princess Elizabeth, who had
been removed from Woodstock to Ashridge (near Berkhamsted) was invited
from there to visit the king and queen; thus for the first, and last, time she
met the man who was so deeply to be concerned with her future greatness.
Philip, before departing, advised Mary to show more kindness to Elizabeth.
Next year his father, Charles V., abdicated, and King Philip of England became
King of Spain. For forty-two years he wove Catholic webs of policy in his
gloomy palace of the Escorial; he came just once more to England (for about
three weeks, March 1557).

John Foxe, of Magdalen College, Oxford, was at this time thirty years old,
making a living at Basle by reading proofs for the printer Oporinus.   Deeply
interested in reform and the reformers, he made notes of the moving events
that chequered this gloomy period;   he investigated documents and made
transcriptions-;   he heard and he compared and tested the stories of exiles,
refugees, and travellers.   When the ghastly reign of Mary was over, he returned
to England and completed and published his Book of Martyrs.    There are
enshrined the glories and the sufferings of the Marian martyrs.   The best
known description is of the deaths of Nicholas Ridley, Bishop of London,
and Hugh Latimer, Bishop of Worcester, burned on 15th October 1555, outside
the Bocardo Gate of Oxford, in front of Balliol College.   A keg of powder
was placed among the faggots of each pyre, but the two martyrs burnt for some
minutes before the charges exploded.   Latimer's call out of the fire to his
companion in martyrdom is a trumpet-call of constancy and freedom :   " Be
of good comfort, Master Ridley; play the man.   We shall this day light such
a candle, by God's grace, in England, as I trust shall never be put out.1'   Ridley's
answer was:   " Domine recipe spiritum meum."   Latimer's in English :   "0
Father of Heaven, receive my soul."   Cranmer was still Archbishop of Canter-
bury, though suspended from his See and in the Tower since Wyatt's rebellion
in 1554.   Sentence was pronounced upon him in Christ Church Cathedral by
Edmund Bonner, Bishop of London on (i4th February 1556), after an instruc-
tion had been received from Pope Paul IV.   Cranmer was sixty-seven years
old, a sensitive, delicate spirit, momentarily broken.   He signed a submission :
"To take the Pope for chief head of this Church of England so far as God's
laws and the customs of "this realm will permit/'    His mental torture was
beyond endurance: he took back his submission, and made it again.   In all
he "submitted" five times.   On zist March, however, when he was taken
out of his prison in Oxford and brought to the stage in front of St Mary's Church,